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The Spirit, templing in their hearts. 
His all-fufficient aid imparts. 
O may 1, with a fiuth unfeign'd, 
Preferve my ChriAian name unftain'd : 
To copy Chfift O may I drive. 
From Whom I that dear name derive ; 
And die, when death ftiall me arrell, 
A Chriftian, with Chrift** unflion bleft." 



2 Z/j/^ ^ Thomas Ken, [1637 

He was bom in July 1637 — ^ period of our hif- 
tory when irreligion and laxity of morals were under- 
mining the ibcial virtues of England. The diftraftion 
of civil feuds already prepared her decline among 
nations : and this year 1 637 is memorable for events 
which led, not remotely, to the overthrow of the 
Stuarts. The accomplifhments and virtues of Charles 
I. would have dignified the ftation of an Englifh no- 
bleman, but were unequal to fuftain him amid the 
perils which from the firft furrounded his throne. He 
found the royal prerogative " aflailed by a tempeft 
of contending and reftlefs fadions, and the Church 
beleaguered by two great enemies, afTaulted openly 
by the Papifts on the one fide, and undermined by 
the Puritans on the other."* Seditious plots againft 
kingly government foreboded the coming ftorm. The 
difcontent of feparatifts, finding fault with the fervices 
and difcipline of the Church, was but a prelude to 
the hypocrify and profanenefs which afterwards filled 
the land with violence. 

The King was wanting in many of the qualities, by 
which alone he could arreft the impetuous movement 
towards liberty (fo called) in Church and State. His 
undecided charafter and ftrong predileftions prompted 
him to follow the alternate and often conflifting 
counfels of Laud, StrafiFord, Buckingham, and his 
Roman Catholic Queen. 

In this year 1637 ^^ made an ill-advifed attempt 
without authority of Convocation or Parliament, to 

* Archbilhop Laud's Diary. 
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force upon Scotland the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, which to Prefbyterians was no lefs obnoxious 
than the ritual of Rome. This gave occafion to the 
Scottifh Covenant. Afterwards, in an evil hour, he 
was induced to fandtion a law for abolifhing Epifco- 
pacy in that country, which was one of the greateft 
errors of his reign, and the groundwork of after pro- 
ceedings deftrudtive to the well being of the Church. 

In the fame year, having refolved to govern without 
Parliament, he had recourfe to violent expedients for 
his revenue. The trial of John Hampden, for refufing 
to pay the tax of Ship-money, heightened the difcon- 
tents of his Englifh fubjefts, and led to the forfeiture 
of his crown and life. Neither the growing phrenzy 
of republicans and fedtaries, who brought the Earl of 
Strafford to the block, nor the cruel and unjuft exec# 
tion of Archbifhop Laud, convinced the King, until 
too late, of the fatal extremes to which the nation 
might be impelled, — even " the guilt of fhedding his 
own facred and innocent blood."* 

Thus Ken was nurtured in an age that prepared 
men of loyal and reverential minds for a refolute de- 
fence of the Church and of Monarchy. His fpirit was 
difciplined to fuffer all things for confcience' fake, 
especially in maintaining the purity of religion. He 
had learned to hold an even balance between alle- 
giance to the Crown, and unfhaken fidelity to the 
Church. Amid all diftradlions he had one fure 
anchor of the foul, one fixed point on which faith 

• Form of prayer for the 30th of January. 



2 Life of Thomas Ken, 

He was born in July 1637 — a period r' 
tory when irreligion and laxity of morals / 
mining the focial virtues of England. ''^:' 
of civil feuds already prepared h^ \^ 
nations: and this year 1637 is m^ , v. 
which led, not remotely, to t 
Stuarts. The accomplifhmen' 
I. would have dignified thr . 
bleman, but were uneo' 
perils which from the ^ 
found the royal pr *as u* 

of contending an ' ^"^ his poeu, 

beleaguered by ^"^ Edmund Spenfer. 

by the Papif -^^'^^^ ^^ ^^^ Y^^ attained his 

the Puritar ^jd know the full depth of fuch a 

kingly p gut this almoft irreparable lofs was 

^con' . .i'^'^'^^Vure fuppl^ed to him in his fifter Ann, 

and '^ '^uen^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^'^^^^ ^^ ^^^' ^^^ ^^^ " ^ 

t'' ^'L ^^ rtiork^^^^ prudence and of the primitive 

*^^^f» ^reat and general knowledge was adorned 

>t/' humility* and bleft with much Chriftian 

yn^itl^ ^ . „ This was the praife given to Ann Ken 

fii^^^ ^f the greateft lovers of truth in that or 

by ^'l^gr age,— I'^aak Walton, " honeft Izaak," as 

^^y familiarly termed by Dr. King, Bifliop of 

• hcftcr. His well known " Complete Angler, 

Contemplative Man's Recreation," although un- 

retcnding in its fubjeft, fo abounds in pathos, and 

' Chriftian reverence, as to place him high on the 

lift of our moral writers. For harmony of language, 

Preface to Tlicalma and CIcarchu;. 
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bedience to the divine will; — or, lofing 
■everence for holy things, they become 
' in difobedience, n^leftful of prayer, 
<U It length, ^len from their inno- 
the deep fearing of confcious lin. 
* relponfibility of mafters and 
\ to whom is confided the 
lobles, ftatefinen, and in- 
'e claTs I It is not too 
^ ■'•Sb^ of the Church 

izaakW^ "^ to their care. 

jmas Ken, at nirn. ibition, great 

.im his elder brother IzaaK. 
^upts through the paths of early life, ht , 
up in Chriftian love, to bear with the in&rm- 
others, to inform their judgements, and win tC ' 
the love of Chrift. The value of this alliance ^J^ 
enhanced to Ken in 165 1, when he was not yet fou^, 
teen years of age, by the death of his father ; an 
event that impofed on Walton the fole refponfibility 
of a parental watchfulnefs over the young orphan. 
His faithful difcharge of this duty found its reward, 
when Ken became, in his turn, the inftruftor of Wal- 
ton's fon, afterwards a Prebendary of Salifbury Ca- 
thedral. 

It does not appear that Walton imparted to Ken 
a portion of his love for angling, or perfuaded him 
to follow in this the examples of Dean Nowell, and 
George Herbert, with other " ornaments of the art." 
Certain it is, however, that he inftilled into his 
opening mind fuch exalted views of the privilege 
and dignity of Holy Orders that, refolving to forego 
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